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This election and traverse is being filed in response to the office action 
dated September 30, 2005. The office action requires restriction between claims 
1-17 drawn to a method and apparatus for estimating an ink thickness control 
parameter (Group I), claims 18-19 drawn to a method of generating an estimation 
model of developer voltage (Group II), and claims 20-27 drawn to an article for 
generating an estimation model of developer voltage (Group III). The office action 
alleges that these different groups constitute different species. 

Claims 1-1 7 (the Group I claims) are provisionally elected with traverse. 

The restriction requirement is traversed because the office action has not 
established a prima facie case for restriction. MPEP 809.02(a) states that the 
examiner must "explain why the inventions are independent or distinct" (see para. 
8.01, Examiner Note). 



ELECTION AND TRAVERSE 
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The office action simply alleges that the three different groups constitute 
different species, and that the Group I claims are generic. No explanation is 
provided. 

In fact, the office action provides a good argument against restriction: it 
states that the Group I claims are generic to the Group II and Group III claims. 
Therefore, the Group II claims are not independent or distinct from the Group I 
claims, and the Group Ml claims are not independent or distinct from the Group I 
claims. 

The restriction of the species is traversed for the additional reason that 
examining the Group II and Group III claims will not place a serious burden on the 
examiner. A search of the Group I claims will cover the Group II and Group III 
claims. All the examiner has to do is apply the search results to claims 18-27. 
Examination of claims 18-27 might add a burden on the examiner, but the burden 
will not be serious. 

A petition for a one month extension is not required. The response period 
expires on October 31, since October 30 fell on a Sunday. 
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The examiner is respectfully requested to withdraw the restriction of the 
species and proceed to examine claims 1-27. 

Respectfully submitted, 



I hereby certify that this correspondence is 
being facsimile transmitted to the 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 
on October 31, 2005. 



/Hugh Gortler #33,890/ 
Hugh P. Gortler 
Reg. No. 33,890 
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